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force) who has just now sat down.    I did indeed
hope and believe, that in consequence of the warmth
and indignation   testified by   my right  honorable
friend (Mr.. Fox) which to me were not the least
recommendations of his speech on the present occa-
sion, that deep shame had struck the friends and
associates of the right honorable gentleman dumb*
[A cry of hear, hear.]   Perhaps it may be conceived
to have been unreasonable in me to have cherished
such an expectation, or to have, supposed that shame
could have any influence in that quarter.    But I ar-
gued well from their  silence; 1 perceived  some-
thing like shame in their countenances, and I was
in hopes that contrition might follow.    When  the
honorable gentleman rose, I still cherished the hope,
notwithstanding   repeated    disappointments,   that
there had at last been found a measure of his right
honorable friend too strong, even for him to approve.
But I now find that, in supporting a measure which
violates the fundamental principle of the bill of rights,
the right of petitioning, the honorable gentleman
consoles himself with the reflection that he is only
doing his part to transmit to posterity the liberty we
have derived from  our ancestors.    The honorable
gentleman has discovered, that a regular conspiracy
has been, for some years, going on against the con-
stitution of the country.    I do most firmly believe
this to be the case; though, perhaps, I differ with
Mm as to the quarter from which this conspiracy
originates. The honorable gentleman has discovered
that a spirit of sedition and disaffection to the go-
vernment has increased, is increasing, and ought to
be diminished.    If this spirit exists at present, more
than it has don6 since the commencement of the war,
ministers have pnt a direct lie in the mouth of His
Majesty, who, in his speech, at the opening of the
session, stated the spirit of order and submission to
the laws  which had manifested itself among  his
faithful subjects.    Were ministers then prepared to
support the suspension of the habeas corpus act?